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Received up to 19th August, 1880. 


POLITICAL. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjdb of the 13th August, referring to the Se ace 

— Sl K hushk-i-Nakhud disaster, remarks:— 
disaster and Abdul Rah- In our opinion the blame rests nei- 
oe ther with General Burrows nor with 
the Intelligence department. It is almost impossible on the 
part of an invader to make satisfactory arrangements for ob- 
taining trustworthy information in a country like Afghanis- 
tan. The Afghans are a semi-barbarous people and hate 
strangers, and the roads in that country are infested by 
robbers. The British troops are deserving of high praise for 
conquering and holding for a long time a large part. of the 
country. Since we heard of General Barrows’ defeat and of 
the intention of Government to send Sir Frederick Roberts 
with a division to Kandahar, we were anxious to know 
what assistance Abdul Rahman Khan was going to render 
to the Government at this crisis. It appears from the 
telegram of the 6th instant’ that he has given 700 ‘ponies 
to Sir Frederick Roberts for transport stvice and bas e 
the services of the n xs Me bk-i-A m a 
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will meet with the same fate. 
are really more to blame for the massacre of our late Kabul 


( 562 ) 


This is no doubt a sufficient proof of his loyalty towards the 
Government. Moreover, it shows that, he is an enemy of 
Ayub Khan. But to our thinking be has not exhibited sufficient 
sympathy with the Government on this occasion. He should 
have offered bis personal services and those of his troops. 
The aid which he has rendered to the Government is obviously 
very small. It has bestowed upon him the Amirship of 
Afghanistan, the conquest of which involved an expenditure of 
millions sterling. We hope that Sir Frederick Roberts will 
severely punish Ayub Khan’s army and retrieve British pres- 
tige. 
draw its whole army from Afghanistan as soon as postible, 


because as long as its troops remain there, it will be exposed 
to unnecessary trouble and expense. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 13th August states that the. same 
mistake which had been committed in 
sending Sir Louis Cavagnari to Kabul 
with an escort of only 82 men was committed. again in 
sending General Burrows with 2,000 troops to encounter 
Ayub Khan’s army, which was 12,000 strong. Yakub Khan 
has been deposed from the throne because of his incapacity 
to rule. It is believed that Sher Ali, the Wali of Kandahar, 
Yakub Khan and the Wali 


The Wali of Kandahar. 


embassy and the Khushk-i-Nakhud disaster — 
than we. They represented themselves as aur 
and this incensed the barbarous Afghans. It was. an ‘act 
of great wisdom on the part of Abdo] Rahman that be did 
not enter Kabul until he had been previously. recognised: s 
Amir by the Afghan sirdars and the Qazi-ul-quezat.: He 


was far-sighted enough to ‘perceive that no new Amir bo 5 


would be considered by the people as a creatare of the G 


When this has been done, the Government should with- | 


vernment could long maintain. his authority. 1. has bees 


the Amir of Kabul should ‘make arises 
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our friend at heart. We have found such a man in Abdul 
Rahman. Sher Ali has lost his prestige both in our eyes, vgs 
in those of the Afchans and cannot now recover it. : 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 19th August, referring to the 


Ayub Khan and Abdul St. Petersburg telegram, published in 
Rahman Khan. the London Daily News of the 14th 


idem, to the effect that there is grave reason to believe that 
Ayub Khan is acting in concert with Abdul Rahman Khan, 
remarks that such suspicions have been entertained in some 
quarters since Ayub Khan marched from Herat towards Kan- 
dahar. We also referred to the matter in a late issue. But 
we have as yet seen nothing in the conduct of Abdul Rahman 
which could justify such a suspicion ; on the contrary he has 
supplied 700 ponies for transport service for the Kandahar 
expedition and has attached Mushk-i-Alam’s son to it. We 
have placed him on the throne of Kabul. Heis well acquaĩat- 
ed with our power. ‘Ayub Khan is his inveterate enemy. 
Under these circumstances it is difficult to reali ize that he will 
intrigue with Ayub Khan. If he did, he would i injare himself. 
The Russians may have spread the ramour in question in 
order to excite doubts i in the mind of the Government about 
his loyalty. 


The Mitra’ Vilds of the 16th 4 is of opinion aie all 
Tue evacuation of Ka- the British troops should not have been 
88 withdrawn from Kabul until the rebel - 
lion of Ay ub Khan was suppressed. What guarantee have 
we that Abdul Rahman will remain faithful to us? We have 
no check upon him whatever. All our troops have been 
withdrawn from Kabul, and a Resident has not yet beer 
established there. If he follows the exaniple off ‘Ayab Kh ir 
and rebels against us (which heaven forbid I), we should ‘ha ve 
to wage war simultaneously in Kabul aud Kand: har. 10 cha 
case the d and the e e we 2 have! bestowed 'upot 
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troops against our own. Kabul should not have been ‘eyacua- 
ted until peace was restored in Kandahar. A large body of 
troops should now be located as near Kabul as possible, in 
order that their presence may deter Abdul Rahman from. 
rebelling, and if he rebelled, they might easily re-enter Kabul, 
Cireulation, The Lauh-i-Mahfdz of the 6th August (received on the 
100 copies. The appointment of Ab- 13th idem), in regard to the Khushk- 


: 2 e i-Nakhud disaster, remarks that every 


Kandahar by Ayub Khao. faithful subject of Her Majesty must 
have heard of the terrible catastrophe with profound regret. 
Unfortunately the Afghan war has been revived. Great 
bloodshed is at hand. On the one hand the Government 
has summoned its powerful legions from all parts of the 
country and ordered them to proceed to Kandahar. On 
the other, the Afghans have girded up their loins and 
are prepared to fight. True, the new Liberal Government 
was anxious to conclude the war as soon as possible, but it 
looked upon us as a semi-barbarous people and did not listen 
to our advice. We strongly protested against the bestowal of 
the Amirship upon Abdul Rahman, first, because he might in- 
trigue with Russia ; secondly, because he was not popular in 
Afghanistan ; and thirdly, because Ayub Khan would he dis- 
pleased and would create disorder. We urged the reinstate- 
ment of Yakub Khan. Heis quiteinnocent. The story of his 
alleged treachery was got up by Wali Muhammad. Even if 
he committed any fault, he has already been sufficiently 
punished for it. If he had been replaced on the throne, he 
would have always remained grateful to the Government, and 
peace would have been restored in the country. But 
the Government turned a deaf ear to us. If Yakab Khan's 
crime was too heinous to be forgiven, Ayub Khan should have 
been appointed Amir.- Now the question is whether Ayub 
Khan is acting in concert with Abdul Rahman or other- 
wise. To our thinking he is in league with Abdul Rahman, 
otherwise he would have first attacked Kabul. We are 
afraid that as soon as thé news of our late reverse:‘spreads 
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in Afghanistan, the whole country will probably be in arms 
against. us. If Abdul Rahman remains faithful there is 
little doubt that his troops will desert him, as did those of the 
Wali of Kandahar the other day. There is reason to think 
that the present war will lead to an enormous bloodshed; 
The present state of things is due to a series of mistakes which 
the Government has committed. First, as soon as the 
Gandamak treaty was concluded, Sir Louis Cavagnari was 
sent to Kabul with a very small escort before Yakub Khan 
could establish his influence there. Secondly, the Govern- 
ment believed Wali Muhammad and deposed Yakub Khan. 
Thirdly, when General Roberts entered Kabul, he issued 
a proclamation to the effect that any person who should be 
found carrying arms at Kabul or outside the city within ten 
miles of the city walls would be shot. This order was in 
force for a long time, and many persons were probably killed 
3 , in accordance with it. Fourthly, Abdul Rahman Khan has 
| been placed on the throne, which cannot but lead to interne- 
| cine quarrels in Afghanistan. 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The following is an extract from Circulation, 


Ripon, ; 
san the J _— Gazette of the 14th Au- 12 5 


gust :— : 


“ With this day's issue we beg to offer our readers a por- 
trait of His Excellency the Right Hon' ble the Marquis of Ri- 
Pen, our newly appointed Viceroy and: Governor-General. of 
India. His Lordship is now 53 years of age and is no 
Novice in Indian affairs, having filled the office of Secre- 
tary of State for India in the year 1866. We earnestly 
hope that His Excellency will fully realize the hopes enter- 

: tained of him by the teeming millions he has been gen 
govern, and act according to his own convictions, without 
allowing himself to be guided by others, and repeal tl 
’ sive measures adopted by ‘the late Government. The. dis- ) 
graceful way in which the nan of ame iia Hs i ee 
ae muddled, we doubt not, will attract His Erxcelleney s apecial — 
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attention, and we hope le will be the means of affording relief to 
the millions of Her:Imperial rated s Indian subjects, who are 
groaning under overtaxation. The spread of education, 
which is a powerful instrument for the regeneration of the 
people, is another subject which, we are sure, will engage 
the attention of our new Viceroy, and we hope that high and 
popular education will both receive encouragement from His 
Excellency’s Governmeat, and that with the growing intel- 
lects and aspirations of native mind a more extensive and 
wider scope will be allowed to them in the administration 
of their country than has hitherto been done. Lord Har- 
tington’s reply to the deputation that waited on him the 
other day makes us look anxiously to our Viceroy for the 
repeal of the obnoxious Vernacular Press Act, and we sin- 
cerely trust that His Excellency will endear his name to the 


people of the country by stamping out that law from the 
Indian Statute Book.” 


A correspondent of the Dabdaba- i-Qaisri (Bareilly) of the 
The case of Munshi 14th August, in regard to the case 
Indarman of Moradabad. of Munshi Indarman of Moradabad, 
remarks that the Hamla-i-Hind and the Samsdm-i-Hind 
were published by Munshi Indarman in reply to the books 
which had been published by the Musalmans against the 
Hindu religion. But the Magistrate paid no attention to 
this fact. Secondly, Maulvi Imdad Ali, Deputy Collector, 
who is a prejudiced Musalman, was called’ upon by the 
Magistrate to. report upon the books, This task should 
have been entrusted to some Europeans who might be well 
versed in oriental literature, or to a commission consisting of 
well-educated Europeans, Hindus, and Musalmans. ‘Thirdly, 
the Magistrate. decided such an important case in a very short 
time. On the 22nd of July, the Magistrate issued u warrant 
of arrest against Munshi Indarman under sections’ 292 
and 293 of the Indian Penal Code. When Munshi Indat. 
man was taken before the Magistrate, he asked for u sécurity 
of Rs. 1,000 in one hour, which was given by the ‘accused 
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The accused asked the Magistrate to give him sufficient time to 
produce evidence in his support, but the Magistrate said that 
on the 24th July the witnesses for the Crown weuld be heard 
and on the 26th July the case would be disposed of. Whien 
the case was heard on the 24th July, the Magistrate objected 
to three passages in the books in question as being obscene. 
The accused replied that the words objected to in two passages 
were taken from the Muhammadan law and Quran, and a 
satisfactory explanation was also given in regard to the third 
passage by the accused. The counsel for the defence asked the 
Magistrate to issue summonses for the defendant's witnesses 
and to postpone the case for 15 days, in order that they might 
be able to produce further evidence from Muhammadan 
religious books in support of the accused. But the Magistrate 
did not accede to their wishes, and fined Munshi Indarman 
Rs. 500. Moreover, he confiscated all the copies of the 
Hamla-i- Hind and the Samsdm-é-Hind, which were found at 
the house of Munshi Indarman and tore them up on the 26th 
July. The Hindus have been grieved to the heart by this 
injustice which has been done by the Magistrate to Mun- 
shi Indarman. 


The Akhbdr-t- Am a of the 1Ith 1 sta tes that 
Munshi Indarman of the Christian missionaries have long 
Moradabad. been publishing books against the 
Hindu and Muhammadan religions. When the Hindus and 
Musalmans saw that the Government did not prohibit the pub- 
lication of such books, they were convinced that it did not 
like to interfere in the matter. “They then made bold not 
only to answer the attacks made by the missionaries agiinst 
their religions, but to attack the Christian religion- In the 
course of time the Hindus and Musalmans began to attack 
each other's religion. They were then divided into rg 
sects, and one sect denounced: the tenets of the other sect 
At last religions controversies became 80 common = the pub⸗ 
lic ceased to take interest. in them. But alas! our Moradaba 
contemporary. has lately rerived * ani 
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the Hindus and Musalmans. Some years ago Munshi Indar- 
man of Moradabad published some books in reply to those 
which had been published by the Musalmans against the Hinda 
religion. Our contemporary lately raised a wild clamour 
against him, and complained that his books were calculated 
to lead to a disturbance of the peace in the whole country. 

The Magistrate of Moradabad, without carefully enquiring into 
the matter, fined him Rs. 500 and ordered all his books to be 
burnt. His ill-treatment has grieved the Hindus to the 
heart. Many books have been written and published by tho 
Musalmans in which the Hindu gods have been abused 
in a most indecent way. One of these books, entitled 
“the Teg-t-fagir bar gardon-i-sharir,” i.¢e., “The Beggar's 
sword on the wicked man’s neck,“ lies. on our table at present. 
It was printed at the Fardqi Press, Delhi. It abounds in 
such terms as are caloulated to create more excitement in the 
minds of the Hindus than the famous greased cartridges of 
1857. Setting aside decency for a moment, we apologise to 
our readers for publishing a few extracts from it. (Here the 
writer quotes three extracts from pages 53, 123, and 321 of 
the book, which contain very obscene and abusive terms. In 
the end the writer urges Government to destroy all such 
obscene books.) 


L The Berar Samdchdr of the 16th August makes the 
following remarks in regard to the 
l appointment of the tahsildar of Malka- 
3 assiatant com- pur as an extra asssistant commis 
sioner at Akola :— 


‘We hear that Mr. Trimbak Rao Yeshwant, tabsildar of 
Malkapur, has been temporarily appointed an extra assistant 
commissioner at Akola. We feel rather doubtfal whether 
Sir Richard Meade has thought fit to consult the J adicial 
Commissioner in making this appointment. It appears t to a 
us that the just and equitable remarks made by the Judi ial 
Commissioner in his annual Administration arsine for 7 a 
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who, i regret to have to state, has been during the year 

over by a junior in the service, is also an excellent 
officer. I feel that I have inadvertently been the Cause of 
his supersession, and I trust that on the first opportunity my 
mistake may be rectified,’ have been entirely lost sight of for 
reasons as yet unknown to us; but for this 3 of 
claim of a senior officer we feel exceedingly sorry.“ 


The Qaisar-ul- Akhbar (Allahabad) of the 15th August Circulation, 
The late examination of republishes the article which appeared 1 — 

kanungos, Agra. in the Nasim-i-Agra of the 10th Au- 
gust about the late examination of kanungos at Agra (see 
page 554 of the Selections from vernacular newspapers for the 
week ending the 12th August, 1880), and remarks that it is not 
known when the natives will be saved from that indignity to 

which they are at present exposed. It is to be regretted that 
they have no means by which they can bring ill-tempered 
Europeans to their senses. 80 0 a now give abe all — 


of self-respect. 


The Panjab-i-Akhbdr of the 14th August urges’ des in in’ Cin nation, : 
cases of seduction both the ma and p 


— the woman should be punis bel 0 
man can seduce a woman without her consent, However, 
women cannot be punished in such cases, they should be con- 
victed of committing adultery and 5 If this were 
done,{crime would be greatly diminished. . sa as aici 
Circulation, 


The Daltr-i-Hind (Allahabad) of the 14th August states oa 
Tabsildar of Allahabad’s that Munshi Abdulla Khan, the tah- 


ui 
— 2 der of — . 
ind, “suit for def ion ! 


adler ofthe paper, on the 6th Atigust. The mf should havo 
been. instituted i in the court: of oe Cantonment 2 e 


jurisdiction. Mr. ‘Markt 
Thompson, Joint Magistra 
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accused submitted a petition to the High Court, asking for 
the transfer of the case to some other court. Accordingly the 
High Court has written to the Magistrate, enquiring whether 
he has any objection to the case being nnn to the 
Distriot J adge’s Court. 


The same paper publishes a vernacular translation of an 
extract from the Civil and Milita 

ot the pone. od 2 Gazette, in which the latter states . 
8 it was the Kabuli soldiers who on 
their return from Herat. to Kabul mutinied and massacred 
the Kabul embassy, and it is they who have lately compelled 
Ayub Khan to invade Kandahar, and argues that the Kabulis 
are a more prejudiced people than the other tribes of Afghan- 
istan, The Dabtr-i-Hind remarks that those persons who are 
fanatics like the Kabulis court their own ruin, But it is to 
be regretted that the European officers are alienating even 
those persons who are not fanatics by ill-treatment or op- 
pression. When a European officer has ill-will against any 
person, he instigates some man to pick a. quarrel with him in 
order to bring him within the grasp of the law and to punish 
him. Such oppression converts friends into enemies. It 
appears that the people are disaffected towards the Govern- 
ment, as they were just before the outbreak of the mutiny in 
1857. 


The same paper refers to the prevalence of cholera at 

: ee Allahabad, and asks the native offi- 
Allahabad, * Dab cials at Allahabad to be more honest 
and courteons towards the people and 
to refrain from bringing false charges against innocent per- 
sons, otherwise he would ask cholera to attack and kill them. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


wo Berar Samdchdr (Akola) of the 16th arge 
The bravery of aMar- In our previous isenés we peb- 
wadi, Basim, i a Se 


lished some details: ef tie ‘great 
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dacoity at Mope, in the Basim district. An incident in 
connection with that case has now been brought to our notice, 

and it deserves. prominent mention. As soon as it was 
known that the dacoits entered the village, the people turned 

out with sticks and axes, the only weapons they had for. 
offensive or defensive purposes. The ruffians, who were 

about twenty in number, were all well armed with swords and 
firearms, and it was not an easy thing for the people to come 
in contact with them. A Marwadi, however, bravely rushed. 
forward and caught hold of one of the robbers, and though 
he received two very severe cuts on his breast, yet he did not 
let go his hold. This capture afterwards proved to be a very 
valuable one, as from the information obtained from this 
prisoner the police were able to catch six more of the offen- 
ders, who were all séntenced to long terms of imprisonment. 
The Marwadi’s brave deed deserves a reward, and we 2 

it will not escape the attention of Government.“ 


The Pramod Sindhu (Am racti) of the 16th August states 
The insufficient fall of that hitherto there has been a very 
rain in Berar. ä insufficient fall of rain in Berar, and 
is afraid that if the deficiency i is not made up during the 
remaining part of the weather, there will be a great scarcity 
of food grains, water, and forage in the province, It will be re- 
membered that the people suffered very much from the scarcity 
of water in 1878, The writer urges that if more rain does not 
. soon, the Government should sink new wells and bring 
ater from rivers by canals in order to prevent the ore 

i water. : 


The Naiari Azam (Moradabad) of the 16th August, i in ts 


The attars or native local news column, complains that the 
e, Moradabad, = native attars at Moradabad close their 


shops as soon as the sun sets every day. If a man is d 


by cholera in the evening, he can obtain no n daring 
ish ene het. The! 12 W should order the aar, 
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The Vrita Dhard of the 9th August (received on the 18th 

‘The ‘Malwa Akhbér, a idem) states that some time ago the 
Marathi peper of Iador. editor of the Malwa Akhbdr fled from 
Indor. We were hitherto under the impression that he did 
not receive sufficient patronage from the public, and therefore 
he stopped his paper and went in search of employment some- 
where else. But it appears from the Deccan Star of Poona 
that the cause of his flight was quite different. It would 
seem that about eight montks ago he published in his paper 
a copy of the inscription on the plate which was alleged to 
have been found at the temple.of Kashi Visheshwar at Bena- 
res about the birth of a great Hindu king who was to acquire 
the sovereignty of the whole world (see page 638 of the 
Selections from vernacular newspapers for 1879). He had 
received a copy of the inscription from a Karkun of the Khaagi 
Department at Indor. When the Political Agent for Dhar 


saw the inscription in the Malwa Akhbdr, he considered it to 


be the work of some Russian Agent, and drew the attention 
of the Agent to the Governor-General for Central India to it, 
who addressed the Indor Darbar on the subject. When en- 
quiries were made into the matter by the Darbar, the Karkun, 
who had supplied the editor with a copy of the inscription on 
the plate in question, denied having done so, and the editor 
fled from Indor. If this version of the story is correct, it is 
obvious that the Malwa Akhbdr has fallen a victim to the 
Press Act, which is deeply to be regretted, 
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